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Sure, CSS is nice for making pages look pretty, and it fulfills the desire to separate presentation from structure.  Boring!  How about using CSS to totally blow apart other peoples’ designs, or to eliminate certain kinds of content?  Want to prevent BLINK from ever blinking at you again?  You can do just that, and so much more, with a recent browser and some simple CSS—and here’s the best part: nobody can stop you!  Ever wanted to make ad banners completely disappear?  Learn how user stylesheets can be used to heavily alter one’s view of the Web—leading to new ways of thinking about page design. We’ll find out how in this no-holds-barred session.  Bring a devious outlook and the URLs of Web sites you love to hate; we’ll rip them to shreds in minutes flat.

Eric A. Meyer is an author and an internationally recognized expert on the subject of CSS and its uses in the real world.

Ever since signing on to the Cleveland Free-Net back in 1989, Eric has found his life progressively more dominated by the on-line world.  In 1997, he was given an opportunity to combine Web standards work and his love of writing, thus launching the popular “Sense of Style” column for Web Review as well as the oft-cited CSS Browser Support Charts housed at http://style.webreview.com/.  Eric’s work has also appeared in Web Techniques, Webmonkey, and on The O’Reilly Network, and his book Cascading Style Sheets: The Definitive Guide was published in spring of 2000 by O’Reilly & Associates.

As Hypermedia Systems Manager for Case Western Reserve University (http://www.cwru.edu/), Eric was responsible for establishing the university’s core Web presence, with the first incarnation of the server being set up in late 1993.  In addition, he managed several advanced-technology projects like the online version of The Encyclopedia of Cleveland History (http://ech.cwru.edu/).

In his current position as Internet Applications Manager for The OPAL Group (http://www.theopalgroup.com/), Eric is responsible for interface design, standards compliance, and overall architecture for the firm’s Web-based solutions.

Eric holds a BA in History from Case Western Reserve University, along with a motley collection of minors.  He is also host of “Your Father’s Oldsmobile,” a weekly Big Band-era radio show which can be heard on WRUW-FM 91.1 Cleveland (http://radio.cwru.edu/).

Session Notes

Setting a user stylesheet
Nav4: not possible

Mozilla: place file 'user.css' in the directory .…/users50/<profilename>/chrome (wherever that may be; location varies by OS)

IE4/Win: select "Internet Options..." under the "View" menu; select the "Accessibility..." button near the bottom of the Internet Options dialog; then enable "User Style Sheet" and select a stylesheet stored anywhere on the hard drive

IE5/Win: same as IE4/Win

IE4/Mac: not possible

IE5/Mac: bring up preferences dialog "Web Content," then enable "Use My Style Sheet" and select a stylesheet stored anywhere on the hard drive

Opera 3: 

Opera 4: select "Preferences…" under the "File" menu; select the "Document" entry; then go to "User CSS" and select a stylesheet stored anywhere on the hard drive

Author/User Power
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Killing off BLINK
BLINK {text-decoration: inherit !important;}

Killing off FONT

FONT {display: none !important;}
Subverting FONT

FONT { color: inherit !important;

  background: inherit !important;

 font-family: inherit !important;

   font-size: inherit !important;

}

Blanking out page text
* {background: white !important; color: white !important;}

Destroying page structure

* {display: inline !important;}

Hiding images
IMG {display: none !important;}

Killing off non-ALT images

IMG {display: none !important;}

IMG[alt] {display: inline !important;}

Killing off tables

TABLE {display: none !important;}
Blowing tables apart

TH, TD {padding: 1em !important;}
Rearranging tables

TD, TH {text-align: center !important;}
Blanking out page text, part two
TD, TH {background: white !important; color: white !important;}

Killing off ad banners

IMG[height="60"][width="468"], IMG[height="60px"][width="468px"]

    {display: none !important;}
Forcing image links to confess

A:link IMG, A:visited IMG {border: 2px solid blue !important;}

A:hover IMG {border: 2px solid red !important;}
Reshaping images

IMG {height: 40px !important; width: 40px !important;}
Neutralizing links

A:hover {display: none !important;}
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