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Preface

There is no royal road to science,
and only those who do not dread the fatiguing climb of its steep paths have a chance
of gaining its luminous summits.

Karl Marx
A Universial Genius of the 19th Century

Many scientists from all over the world during the past two years since the MLDM
2007 have come along on the stony way to the sunny summit of science and have
worked hard on new ideas and applications in the area of data mining in pattern rec-
ognition. Our thanks go to all those who took part in this year's MLDM. We appreci-
ate their submissions and the ideas shared with the Program Committee. We received
over 205 submissions from all over the world to the International Conference on Ma-
chine Learning and Data Mining, MLDM 2009. The Program Committee carefully
selected the best papers for this year’s program and gave detailed comments on each
submitted paper. There were 63 papers selected for oral presentation and 17 papers
for poster presentation.

The topics range from theoretical topics for classification, clustering, association
rule and pattern mining to specific data-mining methods for the different multimedia
data types such as image mining, text mining, video mining and Web mining. Among
these topics this year were special contributions to subtopics such as attribute discreti-
zation and data preparation, novelty and outlier detection, and distances and similari-
ties. The section “Aspects of Data Mining” presented work that considers automating
the whole data mining process. The sections also cover data mining in medicine.

Four papers were selected for the Best Paper Award. The final decision on the Best
Paper was made during the conference and was based on the review results, the pres-
entation style and the discussion. Please check www.mldm.de for information about
the nominated papers and the final decision.

We thank all members of the Institute of Applied Computer Sciences, Leipzig,
Germany (www.ibai-institut.de) who handled the conference as secretariat. We appre-
ciate the help and understanding of the editorial staff at Springer, and in
particular Alfred Hofmann, who supported the publication of these proceedings in the
LNALI series.

Last, but not least, we wish to thank all the speakers and participants who contrib-
uted to the success of the conference. We would also like to encourage those who
could not get their paper accepted to MLDM 2009 to work out the comments of the
reviewers and resubmit their paper to our next conference. See you at MLDM 2011
(www.mldm.de).

July 2009 Petra Perner
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