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Electronic publishing is expected to be one of the most important technologies in the
coming IT society. In this paper, the trends in electronic publishing are surveyed, whose
growth is projected to gain momentum in the next several years. It also describes
technologies used in Sharp’s original XMDF (Mobile Document Format) as well as activities

aiming for its open standardization.
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Fig. 1 Tate-NakaYoko (Horizontal-in-Vertical, left) and
Ruby (right).
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Fig.2 Flowchart from data creation to display
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Fig. 3 Block Diagram of an XMDF Viewer
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Fig. 4 Example screen shot of an XMDF viewer.
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