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A QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌk foƌ the CeŶtƌal AsiaŶ Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ Aƌea
What is a QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌk?   
All ŶaioŶal uŶiǀeƌsitǇ sǇsteŵs foƌesee seǀeƌal difeƌeŶt aĐadeŵiĐ aŶd pƌofessioŶal higheƌ eduĐaioŶ degƌees. 
The degƌees ŵaǇ ƌeƋuiƌe difeƌeŶt Ŷuŵďeƌs of Ǉeaƌs of studǇ oƌ tƌaiŶiŶg, oƌ haǀe difeƌeŶt Ŷaŵes: soŵeiŵes the 
saŵe Ŷaŵe ƌefeƌs to difeƌeŶt leǀels of leaƌŶiŶg; soŵeiŵes difeƌeŶt Ŷaŵes ƌefeƌ to the saŵe leǀel of leaƌŶiŶg. IŶ 
oƌdeƌ to eŶsuƌe ĐlaƌitǇ, tƌaŶspaƌeŶĐǇ aŶd ǀisiďilitǇ, ŵost ĐouŶtƌies aŶd seǀeƌal ǁoƌld ƌegioŶs haǀe Ŷoǁ pƌoduĐed 
aŶd puďlished a ǀeƌǇ geŶeƌal taďle, a ͞Fƌaŵeǁoƌk ,͟ to deiŶe aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶiĐate the ďasiĐ featuƌes of theiƌ Higheƌ 
EduĐaioŶ “Ǉsteŵs.  “uĐh QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌks speĐifǇ, iŶ a ǀeƌǇ geŶeƌal ǁaǇ, the leǀel of pƌoiĐieŶĐǇ that all 
studeŶts, of ǁhateǀeƌ disĐipliŶe oƌ ĐoŵďiŶaioŶ of disĐipliŶes, ŵust ƌeaĐh iŶ oƌdeƌ to ďe aǁaƌded a degƌee. TheǇ 
also speĐifǇ the ǀoluŵe of leaƌŶiŶg ;iŶ teƌŵs of Ǉeaƌs, aŶd oteŶ of ǁoƌkload ďased oŶ ĐƌeditsͿ that the leaƌŶeƌ 
ŵust Đoŵplete iŶ oƌdeƌ to ďe aǁaƌded the degƌee.

What aƌea ĐaŶ a QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌk Đoǀeƌ?  
QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌks ĐaŶ ďe NaioŶal ;NQFͿ aŶd desĐƌiďe the higheƌ eduĐaioŶ sǇsteŵ of oŶe ĐouŶtƌǇ. TheǇ 
ĐaŶ ďe “eĐtoƌal ;“QFͿ, aŶd giǀe ŵoƌe pƌeĐise iŶdiĐaioŶs oŶ the leǀels ;iŶ teƌŵs of ĐoŵpeteŶĐes, outĐoŵes aŶd 
ǀoluŵe of leaƌŶiŶgͿ of a laƌge disĐipliŶaƌǇ seĐtoƌ oƌ doŵaiŶ: i.e. the HuŵaŶiies, EŶgiŶeeƌiŶg, the Health seĐtoƌ. 
TheǇ ĐaŶ ďe ŵaĐƌo-ƌegioŶal, aŶd giǀe ǀeƌǇ geŶeƌal iŶdiĐaioŶs aďout the degƌees ofeƌed iŶ all the ĐouŶtƌies of a 
ŵaĐƌo-ƌegioŶ. This is the Đase of the QF foƌ the EHEA ;QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌk foƌ the EuƌopeaŶ Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ 
Aƌea; it ǁould ďe the Đase of a QF foƌ the CAHEA ;CeŶtƌal AsiaŶ Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ AƌeaͿ.

WhǇ is a QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌk useful?  
A Fƌaŵeǁoƌk foƌ ĐoŵpaƌiŶg degƌee pƌogƌaŵŵe leǀels aŶd theiƌ outĐoŵes iŶ ďƌoad teƌŵs ŵakes it possiďle foƌ 
uŶiǀeƌsiies to adjust theiƌ pƌogƌaŵŵes to ŵeet ŶaioŶal aŶd iŶteƌŶaioŶal ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts, ĐoŵŵuŶiĐate ǁith 
eaĐh otheƌ usiŶg aŶ agƌeed laŶguage aŶd agƌeed paƌaŵeteƌs, pƌoŵote ŵoďilitǇ, aŶd eŶsuƌe tƌaŶspaƌeŶĐǇ aŶd faiƌ 
ƌeĐogŶiioŶ of studeŶts’ ǁoƌk. Thus, studeŶts, aĐadeŵiĐs, paƌeŶts, aŶd eŵploǇeƌs kŶoǁ ǁhat to eǆpeĐt fƌoŵ a 
degƌee pƌogƌaŵŵe, ǁhetheƌ iŶ theiƌ oǁŶ ĐitǇ oƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ, oƌ aďƌoad. 

What has TuCAHEA doŶe to faĐilitate a QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌk?
TuCAHEA has appƌoaĐhed this issue fƌoŵ seǀeƌal diƌeĐioŶs. It has gatheƌed iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aďout the ĐuƌƌeŶt 
situaioŶ aŶd the ĐhaŶges foƌeseeŶ iŶ the aĐadeŵiĐ degƌee stƌuĐtuƌes iŶ eaĐh of its iǀe ĐouŶtƌies. It has pƌoǀided 
a foƌuŵ foƌ iŶfoƌŵed aĐadeŵiĐs to disĐuss siŵilaƌiies, ĐoŵŵuŶaliies, aŶd difeƌeŶĐes iŶ the ĐuƌƌeŶt pƌogƌaŵŵes, 
ďoth iŶ geŶeƌal aŶd ǁith ƌegaƌd to speĐiiĐ suďjeĐt aƌeas aŶd doŵaiŶs. Eight iŵpoƌtaŶt “uďjeĐt Aƌeas ;BusiŶess aŶd 
MaŶageŵeŶt, EĐoŶoŵiĐs, EduĐaioŶ, EŶgiŶeeƌiŶg, EŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶtal PƌoteĐioŶ, HistoƌǇ, LaŶguage, LaǁͿ haǀe Đƌeated 
leǀel desĐƌiptoƌs iŶ teƌŵs of pƌogƌaŵŵe leaƌŶiŶg outĐoŵes foƌ BaĐheloƌ, Masteƌ aŶd DoĐtoƌal ;PhDͿ degƌees. 
Togetheƌ these pƌoǀide ďoth a pƌaĐiĐal aŶd a theoƌeiĐal ďase foƌ a ƌegioŶal QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌk.

Is it possiďle to Đƌeate a QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌk foƌ the CAHEA?
The CeŶtƌal AsiaŶ ĐouŶtƌies look ǁith iŶteƌest at the EHEA ;EuƌopeaŶ Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ Aƌea, ǁhiĐh todaǇ iŶĐludes 
48 ĐouŶtƌies. OŶe of theŵ, KazakhstaŶ, is a ŵeŵďeƌ of the EHEA; KǇƌgǇzstaŶ, TajikistaŶ, TuƌkŵeŶistaŶ aŶd 
UzďekistaŶ aƌe adapiŶg theiƌ sǇsteŵs ĐoŵpletelǇ, iŶ paƌt, oƌ oŶ aŶ eǆpeƌiŵeŶtal ďasis to the paƌaŵeteƌs of the 
EHEA, iŶsituiŶg BaĐheloƌ, Masteƌ aŶd PhD degƌees. TheǇ aƌe all ǁell aĐƋuaiŶted ǁith the DuďliŶ DesĐƌiptoƌs 
aŶd the EQF foƌ LLL ;EuƌopeaŶ QualiiĐaioŶs Fƌaŵeǁoƌk foƌ LifeloŶg LeaƌŶiŶgͿ ǁhiĐh help to deiŶe the leǀels 
of leaƌŶiŶg that these degƌees ƌeƋuiƌe. TuCAHEA has eǆploƌed hoǁ to Đƌeate a siŵilaƌ Fƌaŵeǁoƌk, Đoŵpaiďle 
aŶd Đoŵpaƌaďle to the EuƌopeaŶ Fƌaŵeǁoƌks, ďut ďased oŶ the speĐiiĐ Ŷeeds of the CeŶtƌal AsiaŶ soĐieies, 
eĐoŶoŵies aŶd Đultuƌes. Thus, the pƌeŵises haǀe ďeeŶ Đƌeated foƌ a QF foƌ the CAHEA.

Does a QF foƌ the CAHEA haǀe the suppoƌt of MiŶistƌies?
The MiŶistƌies ƌespoŶsiďle foƌ Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ iŶ the iǀe CeŶtƌal AsiaŶ ĐouŶtƌies aƌe full paƌtŶeƌs iŶ the 
TuCAHEA CoŶsoƌiuŵ. TheǇ haǀe ǁoƌked ĐloselǇ ǁith the otheƌ paƌtŶeƌs oǀeƌ the past fouƌ Ǉeaƌs, aŶd ĐoŶtƌiďuted 
to desigŶiŶg the tools to suppoƌt iŶŶoǀaioŶ aŶd ĐoopeƌaioŶ iŶ the Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ Aƌea. The MiŶisteƌial 
RepƌeseŶtaiǀes haǀe issued Ϯ ĐoŵŵuŶiƋués oƌ stateŵeŶts iŶ suppoƌt of these aĐiǀiies. Most ƌeĐeŶtlǇ ;iŶ Roŵe, 
ϮϬϭ6Ϳ theǇ deĐlaƌed: ͞The Delegates of the MiŶistƌies asseƌt theiƌ iŶteƌest iŶ usiŶg aŶd disseŵiŶaiŶg the aĐhieǀed 
ƌesults [of TuCAHEA]. The MiŶistƌǇ ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes  agƌee, fuƌtheƌŵoƌe oŶ ĐooƌdiŶaiŶg theiƌ Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ 
sǇsteŵs so as to eŶsuƌe gƌeateƌ ĐoŵpaiďilitǇ aŶd ďeteƌ ǀisiďilitǇ iŶ the Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ ǁoƌld.͟  

Wheƌe ĐaŶ I iŶd out ŵoƌe?
Full iŶfoƌŵaioŶ is aǀailaďle fƌoŵ the
TuCAHEA ǁeďsite, fƌoŵ the PƌojeĐt Teaŵ, 
fƌoŵ TuCAHEA ŵeŵďeƌs, aŶd paƌiĐulaƌlǇ, 
fƌoŵ the CouŶtƌǇ CooƌdiŶatoƌs listed oŶ the 
ďaĐk of this lealet.
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